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Farewell Message 2024

As I sit down to write this message, I can't help but feel an array of emotions. After 11 incredible years, it's time 

for me to bid farewell to the place I've called home, the school that has been the heart of this wonderful 

community.

When I first walked through the doors of Bowden Grandview School, I never could have imagined the journey that 

lay ahead. From the bustling hallway of the elementary to the quieter moments during classes in the high school 

end, every day has been a gift.

One of the things that has always made this school special is the sense of family that permeates every corner. In a 

small rural community like ours, we're not just a school; we're a tight-knit community where everyone knows 

everyone else's success and struggles (for better or for worse!). But that's what makes us unique. We laugh 

together, we cry together, and we support each other through thick and thin. I have spoken many times about our 

K to 12 advantage and I am convinced it is such a benefit to our students.

Of course, none of this would be possible without the amazing teams of students and staff who make this school 

truly amazing. Whether it's our excited and enthusiastic elementary students, our eager and passionately 

independent middle schoolers, our high school students with growing maturity and identity, or our dedicated and 

determined educational team and support staff, each and every one of you has played a vital role in shaping BGS 

into the vibrant, thriving learning community it is today.

To the students: you are the heart and soul of this school. Your energy, your enthusiasm, and your endless 

curiosity have kept me on my toes every single day. Never stop reaching for the stars and chasing your dreams, 

because the sky's the limit for each and every one of you.

To the staff: thank you for your dedication, your passion, and your unwavering commitment to our students. 

Whether you're teaching math or ELA, coaching an athletic team, cooking up a storm in the Foods Lab, putting on 

a musical production, or “herding the cats” through a field trip, your hard work does not go unnoticed. I have 

been endlessly grateful for everything you do.

To the parents and community members: your support has been so appreciated even in the most difficult times. 

From volunteering with the School Council or at the breakfast counter, to cheering on our teams from the 

sidelines, to picking us up in our darkest moments you have been an integral part of our BGS family. Your 

dedication to our students and our school is truly inspiring, and I have been deeply grateful for your support.

As I prepare to embark on the next chapter of my life, I leave BGS with a heart full of memories and a smile on my 

face. It's been an honor and a privilege to serve as your principal, and I will carry the spirit of this incredible 

learning community with me wherever I go.

Thank you, Bowden Grandview School, for 11 unforgettable years. Here's to the past, the present, and the future 

of this remarkable school.

With heartfelt gratitude,

Mr Jeff Thompson





CENAA Track and Field Results
gr.7 girls - Brooklyn Kuntz - 3rd in Hurdles
gr.8 girls - Roxy Reynolds - 1st in 800 m & 
                                            1st in 1500 m
gr. 7 boys - Luke Maas - 2nd in high jump
gr. 7 boys - Emmett Stockford - 3rd in discus
gr. 8 boys- William Taylor - 2nd in 800 m
gr. 8 boys - Caleb Barnim - 3rd in discus



BGS Students Show Thanks to The Innisfail Rotary Club

On June 6th, four students from Bowden Grandview School joined the Innisfail Rotary Club for their noon 
meeting at the Innisfail Events Center.   These students attended various opportunities sponsored by the 
club, all focusing on youth enrichment.

The students presented their experiences to members of the Innisfail Rotary Club and were treated to 
lunch and conversation.
 
Elisa Aplin attended Adventures in Citizenship in Ottawa, Savanah Campbell attended RYLA (Rotary 
Youth Leadership Awards) and Nick de Haan and Quin Holz
attended RYPEN (Rotary Youth Program of Enrichment).

When visiting the Rotarians, the students expressed their deep gratitude for these incredible 
opportunities.

Thank you to this fabulous group of business people that continually provide these opportunities for our 
youth.



Last Thursday, our elementary students enjoyed a cross-cultural 
musical presentation brought to us by the Red Deer Symphony 
Orchestra and the National Arts Council, through the Music and 
Explorer’s Program.   It was an engaging and interactive session 
celebrating all forms of music!





Indigenous Education 

Literacy Corner

The next two weeks are full of field trips to enjoy everyone's accomplishments over the year.  Time to 
celebrate with new adventures! 

It's a Field Trip, Busy Bus! by Jody Jensen Shaffer
Today is Busy Bus’s very first field trip! He takes the children to 
a fire house, where they meet Engine Four, a big, shiny, red 
firetruck. Engine Four has a hose to put out fires, a ladder to 
reach tall buildings, and a loud and impressive siren. Busy Bus 
has none of these things. Will the children still like him? This 
darling picture book offers a gentle exploration of jealousy and 
a reminder that we each have our own unique talents that 
make us special.

Do Not Take Your Dragon on a Field Trip by Julie Gassman
Things really heat up when you bring your dragon on a field trip to the 
fire station. Between the bus ride and rules and the fire trucks and 
hoses, there are lot of things that could go wrong. Stop, drop, and roll 
into this humorous picture book by Julie Gassman.

Once in a Blue Moon by Daniel, Danielle

Inspired by the expression "once in a blue moon," Danielle Daniel 
has created a book of short poems, each one describing a rare or 
special experience that turns an ordinary day into a memorable 
one. She describes the thrill of seeing a double rainbow, the 
Northern Lights or a shooting star as well as quieter pleasures 
such as spotting a turtle basking in the sun or a family of ducks 
waddling across the road.



Child Mind Institute    (https://childmind.org/about-us/)
This website is dedicated to transforming the lives of 
children and families struggling with mental health and 
learning disorders by giving them the help they need. They 
are the leading independent nonprofit in children’s mental 
health by providing gold-standard evidence-based care, 
delivering educational resources to millions of families each 
year, training educators in underserved communities, and 
developing tomorrow’s breakthrough treatments.

Here are just a few of the Articles (Links) that you might be 
interested in:

How to Keep Kids Reading This Summer

Tips for Helping Anxious Kids Enjoy Summer Camp

Summer Success Kit for Kids with ADHD

Tips for Travelling with Challenging Children

Strategies for a Successful Summer Break

How to Talk to Kids about Sexting

Preparing for College Emotionally, not just Academically

Supporting Kids During a Divorce

https://childmind.org/about-us/
https://childmind.org/article/how-to-keep-kids-reading-this-summer/?utm_medium=email&utm_source=newsletter&utm_campaign=pub-ed-nl-2024-05-28&utm_content=how-to-keep-kids-reading-this-summer
https://childmind.org/article/13-tips-for-helping-anxious-kids-enjoy-summer-camp/?utm_medium=email&utm_source=newsletter&utm_campaign=pub-ed-nl-2024-05-28&utm_content=13-tips-for-helping-anxious-kids-enjoy-summer-camp
https://childmind.org/article/summer-success-kit-for-kids-with-adhd/?utm_medium=email&utm_source=newsletter&utm_campaign=pub-ed-nl-2024-05-28&utm_content=summer-success-kit-for-kids-with-adhd
https://childmind.org/article/tips-for-traveling-with-challenging-children/?utm_medium=email&utm_source=newsletter&utm_campaign=pub-ed-nl-2024-05-28&utm_content=tips-for-traveling-with-challenging-children
https://childmind.org/article/strategies-for-a-successful-summer-break/
https://childmind.org/article/talk-kids-sexting/
https://childmind.org/article/preparing-for-college-emotionally-not-just-academically/
https://childmind.org/article/supporting-kids-during-a-divorce/







